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January 2, 2021

Dear BPS Students and Families,

We hope that you have enjoyed the winter break.

We recognize that the announcement regarding the return to school comes with lots of
questions and we wanted to assure you that, as always, we will continue to update our
staff and school community as soon as we have any new information.

As you know, the province has delayed the start of school to Wednesday, January 5th.

Please note the following communication from the District sent to all parents on Friday:
“There will be no in-person or remote learning on Monday, January 3rd and Tuesday,
January 4th, 2022, in any OCDSB school, including OCV and Adult High School. This
means that the OCDSB Extended Day Program will not be offering care on those
days. For children that were scheduled for care on those days, a credit will be provided
on the next billing cycle in February 2022... We will provide an additional update to
families by the end of day on Monday, January 3rd, 2022.”

https://barrhavenps.ocdsb.ca/
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Yellow bus and van transportation services will resume as of Wednesday, January 5th.
Please continue to check OSTA’s website for any potential short term delays or
cancellations that may occur. Parents are encouraged to sign up for alerts from OSTA
by creating or logging into their account in the Parent Portal here:
https://ostabusplanner.ottawaschoolbus.ca/Default.

Please note that our January School Council meeting will be moved to Monday, January
10th at 7:00pm. A link to the meeting will be provided closer to the date.

We acknowledge that this is an extremely fluid situation. Please continue to check your
inbox for any additional updates that may come from the school or District throughout
the week.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you have any questions as we all navigate
this transition back to school together. We look forward to welcoming our students back
on Wednesday.

All the best,

Trent Taniguchi and Vanessa Ogungbemile

In this edition of “From The Wolf Pack”:

● From the District
● Menard Safety Courses
● OSTA- opting out and route cancellation information
● From the Library
● From School Council

FROM THE DISTRICT:
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Dear Families,

I hope that you have enjoyed a restful break.

Today, the Ontario Chief Medical Officer of Health announced that the return to school will be delayed until Wednesday,

January 5th, 2022. There will be no in-person or remote learning on Monday, January 3rd and Tuesday, January
4th, 2022, in any OCDSB school, including OCV and Adult High School.

The education sector and all of Ontario received a considerable amount of information today.  An excerpt of the provincial

announcement and a link to the full announcement are included below for your convenience. We anticipate additional

information and written direction for school districts and will need time to collaborate with Ottawa Public Health to

understand how they plan to implement the new health measures locally.

Provincial Announcement on the Return to Class Following the Winter Break

Read the full release.

In response to the highly-transmissible Omicron variant, Ontario is putting in place additional health and safety measures

to create more layers of protection to keep schools as safe as possible for in-person learning, which is critical to the

positive mental health and academic success of students.

The Children’s Health Coalition – representing Ontario’s children’s hospitals, mental health agencies and rehabilitation

centres – has emphasized that in-person education is critical to the mental health, development and well-being of children

and youth. Students are set to return to schools on January 5, 2022 for school boards previously scheduled to return on

January 3 to provide schools additional time to prepare for the public health measures announced today. The following

additional measures will help ensure safer schools and protect in-person learning:

● Updating the COVID-19 school and child care screener ahead of the return to school on January 5 and asking

students, parents and staff for rigorous screening and monitoring of symptoms.

● Providing non-fit-tested N95 masks for staff in schools and licensed child care settings as an optional

alternative to medical/surgical masks, and additional supply of high-quality three-ply cloth masks that are

strongly encouraged and free for students and children in January.

● Deploying an additional 3,000 standalone HEPA filter units to school boards, building on the existing 70,000

HEPA filter units and ventilation devices already in schools.

● Continuing PCR testing eligibility for symptomatic elementary and secondary students, education staff and

participating private and First Nation operated schools who have received a PCR self-collection kit through

their school.

● Starting in January, temporarily permitting only low-contact indoor sports and safe extra-curricular activities.

● Updating COVID-19 reporting requirements for school boards and child care in January.

● Supporting the projected hiring of over 2,000 staff, funded by a $304 million allocation for the second

semester that includes additional teachers, custodians, and mental health workers.
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The OCDSB is waiting for additional information from the Ministry of Education and will be working with Ottawa Public

Health to bring more clarity to today’s announcements.

We will provide an additional update to families by the end of day on Monday, January 3rd, 2022.

MENARD SAFETY COURSES:
Menard Safety Courses continues to offer many online courses for students including the
Online Babysitting Course, virtual Home Alone workshops for grades 4 to 6 and virtual
Safety workshops for grades 1 to 3. Get more information on their website at
https://menardsafetycourses.ca.

OSTA- OPTING OUT AND ROUTE CANCELLATION INFORMATION:
OSTA has cancelled a number of yellow bus routes for many schools in the District.
Currently there are no cancellations for routes serving BPS; however, there could be some
short term/daily cancellations.  Please review your child’s information on the Parent Portal
and then check the posted list for OCDSB Schools to confirm the route’s status. Please be
sure to sign up for parent notification and check OSTA’s website daily for any morning
cancellations.

If your child will not be taking the bus, you can complete the opt out form following this link
https://bit.ly/3gWSPEV. Opting out for this school year does NOT affect your child’s eligibility
for next year and they will automatically be reinstated onto a route if they qualified this year
based on your home address.

FROM THE LIBRARY:
Mrs. Randall, our extraordinary Library Technician, continues to work hard this year
providing staff and students with STEM challenges, read-alouds and promoting literacy
resources that support the learning that happens every day here at BPS.

https://menardsafetycourses.ca
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Our Barrhaven Public School virtual library is another excellent resource that families can
visit to access books and activities in French and English. Please visit the Barrhaven PS
virtual library here: https://sites.google.com/ocdsb.ca/barrhaven-librarys-site/home

Thank you, Mrs. Randall!

FROM SCHOOL COUNCIL:

The next School Council meeting will take place on Monday, January 10th at 7:00pm. The
link for the meeting will be shared closer to the date.

BPS Spirit Wear

Barrhaven Public School has spirit! Every Friday is the day to show off your pride by wearing
BPS spirit wear. Families can order from a variety of t-shirts, sweaters, pants and more at
the following website: https://barrhavenpublicschool.entripyshops.com/

Staff and students are also invited to wear school colours (blue and yellow) every Friday!

UPCOMING DATES:
January 5-Back to school
January 10- School Council meeting
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